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Allah says in the Quran oh prophet tell them are those who know the
same as those who know not? The wise and the foolish are they equal.
No they are not. 
Imam says that we are in agreement with the decision of our sustainer.
He has given us knowledge. He has given the enemies wealth. Wealth
will be spent soon and knowledge is for ever. None can steal wisdom.
The wealthy gaurd their riches, wisdom gaurds you. The best of
creations has to collect knowledge. Knowledge alone will let us
progress. Our Imam's have always tried to teach us this knowledge. 
The Quran is the fountain of this knowledge and the nahjul balagha,
the sahifa and the treastie of human rights are the streams leading to
us from this fountain.
Tonight we discuss the rights of the couples. Tonights topic is very
crucial.
saying 19 of the Imam is as follows. The woman whom you have brought
home with a marraige contract Allah has made her a means of peace for
you. Not one of quarelling or fighting. If you marry it is for peace
not to destroy it. Imam said 4 things
The wife is
1. a means of peace
2. a comfort or more than comfort
3. companionship
Adam had been created alone then when he awoke he found someone like
himself. They started to discuss things and were attracted to each
other. Allah said that He has created each for the other.
4. A means of protection for each other.
Each of you have to be proud of the fact that you have a wife/husband
and should thank Allah for it. Allah has given you a great blessing
for you. 
This is an important topic but a lot of couples are home today. You
should treat each other kindly. The wife has to obey the husband as
long as you do not disobey Allah. Man enjoys married life and
companionship. There is much blessing that Allah gives you without
being asked (lutf).
Now let us ponder on some ayat of the Quran. Allah has made the
universe in pairs. Thus the Quran says that in zariat We have created
all creation in pairs so that this may guide you. There is masculine
and feminine in each creation of Allah. Some have both genders in one
individual. 
Date palms are male and female. Unless both plants exist in the same
garden then there are no dates. Allah says that he made wind a means
of creation.
If you are single this is against the law of Allah. Thus you should
marry as soon as possible.
Marraige is very important in Islam. If a married man prays two rakaat
this is better than a single person who prays all night long and fasts
all days long. This is as this person despite being busy with his
family makes time for prayer.
In Nisa the Quran says oh men fear and obey Allah who has created you
from a single soul and from the same soul created its pair. From these
two He spread many humans. We are the progeny of Adam. From two we are
now billions. If you go against this law of Allah then you challenge Him
In Rum 31 Allah says one of His signs is that He has created from
your essence your pairs. Why did He create pairs. He created pairs so
that you may find peace. So that you get rewards from Allah.
YOu say that you were in peace until the day you got married and now
you are miserable.
In a marraige all else are crying but the groom is happy. Others jest
that watch he will cry the rest of his life.
In Rum Allah says that marraige is a means of peace. Mawadat is
superior to love. This form of love is permanent. It lasts forever.
This is the same word used for the Ahlul Bayt. This same word was used
by Allah for couples.
Certainly the marraige is a sign for those who ponder. Marraige is not
a jest.
What should you see in the person you want to marry. Once you have
become wajib then work hard to get them married. In sura Noor 32 Allah
says that those amongst you who are free and those who are slave do
marraige contract. If they are poor Allah will make them wealthy from
His wealth. The Allah who creates milk for the baby yet to be born
then would He not give wealth from His infinite wealth. Every wife is
'lucky' when she comes to your house. This is good luck.
What should you see before marraige 'kuffo' this means a 'match' Do
not marry a literate with an illiterate person. Here there are many
divorces due to improper matches.
Bibi Mariam who was so praised in the Quran was not married as there
was no man who was her kufo. Bibi Fatima is more superior to Mariam
yet Ali was her kufo and thus she was married. 
Allah will make you wealthy and He is all knowing.
Many things have migrated from other cultures into our marraige. You
have to learn about the fundamentals of marraige. You have to sit down
and discuss things. We should see the character of the wife. We look
at the physical beauty and wealth but not at the character. These
temporary things do not last but character lasts.
Imam says it is a lucky person who has a pious wife. We have the
wedding on the same day and rukhsati is on the same day.
Bibi Fatima's wedding nikah was done on one night and the rukhsati one
month later.
This community is lost in its traditions. This month was so that the
families may know each other. 
The prophet said that sell the sheild for 480 dhirams and with this
money the household articles were bought. In our weddings we expect
the girl to bring the household articles. The brides father is
trusting you with his heart. She is leaving the love of her family to
go with you to your house. Ponder on how much love she deserves. The
loves of all those from whose household she comes.
All the arguments are due to mother in law and daughter in law. If the
mother in law is called mother and the daughter in law is called
daughter then the problems cease. Thus treat each other as such and
all problems will cease.
Do not think that you are not earnign thus you cannot get married. I
did most of my studies after my marraige. you can read without any
problem after marraige.
The Quran says that thers is peace of mind in marraige.
Baqra 187 says that you are a dress for them and they for you.
The phone causes a lot of problems by causing 
What does a dress do? It hides imperfections and gives warmth in the
cold and similarly the couple are a protection to each other. You
should not speak your family matters with any other person. This is a
very wrong thing to do. This leads to divorce. Allah has created such
a mechanism the right of nikah belongs to the woman. The choice
belongs to the girl. She choses and marries whom she likes. Our
parents do not let us marry as the sharia commands. The marraige
contract goes that I marry (from the girl's side) and I accept (from
the boy's side). The girl has full freedom to pick her lifes partner.
Shariat does not allow marraige with a non-muslim. Islam is a religion
of peace. The Hindus marry by going around the fire 7 times. We do not
have any rebirth. The promise of the angels in heaven are your wives.
Allah will make them angels in heaven.
When you marry you should be careful of the kufo. Allah has given her
the right to chose a husband. You should be careful that the marraiges
are 'equal'
If a hindu couple became muslim then do they have to marry again. This
is not needed. Their children are legitimate and their marraige even
though done in the hindu manner is fine. There is no need to do a
marraige contract again.
If one is a muslim and one is hindu then this marraige is null and
void as this is not permitted. We have limits in our religion. Just
like this partition in our center amongst the men and women. They meet
outside in the mall but not in the center. Then this causes unrest.
Then those whom they meet in the mall. These are people who their
parents know not. Then this 'clicks' and then the marraige is likely
to end in divorce.
You should live with the elders for a few years. This helped them
correct the arguments amongst the couple before things get out of
hand. All the stresses of work are taken out on each other at home.
Thus living as a separate couple has this disadvantage. Living with
the parents then has a lot of advantages. If we want a successful
marraige then you must respect and honor each other. Marraige is for
happiness and pleasure. This is so that you live together.
When both parents work then they have no time for their kids. Then
they go to the baby sitter etc. As they go then their thought changes.
Their direction then changes and then the society changes.
The Quran has no restriction on choice. When Moosa left egypt toward
Shoaib he reached Madian. He saw two girls there who were not drawing
water from the well. They explained that they did not have men to draw
water. Then Moosa helped them and the girls left. Then they mentioned
the incident to their father. The father told them to go call Moosa.
Moosa was told that their father called them. Moosa walked ahead of
them and they were asked to follow him and give directions where to
turn. Shoaib told Moosa to marry one of these girls. Then Shoaib told
Moosa that his mehr is that he live and serve him for 10 years. This
was so that Moosa got 'trained'. The girls saw the honesty in Moosa
and told their father and the marraige was settled.
The jehad of a woman is that she treat her husband nice. She should do
make up for her husband. In the house she is not well dressed and the
hair is askew. When she leaves the home then she goes in make up. The
make up should be for the husband.
The husband comes tired from work and the wife should be dressed up
for her. Now the husband should not ask her where are you going now
when he gets home. The husband should take some gifts for his wife
when he goes home. When she cooks food praise her food. Even if the
food is not good----. 
There was an ad that a person needed 10 things to be done at home.
They said that we cannot hire so many people lets get him married. The
wife is not like this but a life partner.
What of the husband who sits at home and the wife works. What should
such a husband do? Well here both work often. The responsibility from
Quran is as follows. The wife whom you have married permanently you
have to give her food and give her whatever she wishes to eat. You
have to give her dress. You should be in limits. You should give her a
house. You should have the furniture and draperies etc as per your
means. Imam Jaffer E Sadiq says in addition if a woman makes a mistake
then forgive her. You think that the women are not as smart.. this is
not true. The Quran says that when it is a witness then there have to
be two women. When a woman says he is my son then this one witness is
enough. In the Quran it says that if the woman witness forgets then
another woman remind her.
The best person amongst you is the one who treats his family nice. The
prophet had 9 wives how did he manage them. In the Quran it says that
oh my prophet do not make that which Allah has made halal haram do not
obey the wife. A wife said that did you eat honey at the other wife's
house. She objected. Allah responded that the honey is halal and do
not make it haram.
You have to obey Allah.
If some woman are given something then they thank Allah and when there
is some deprivement then they should not complain. 
The most loved amongst you are those who take care of their family. If
you become an ascetic then this is useless in comparison to the
prayers done while living amongst family.
Imam Reza says that you should not be miserly with your family so that
they do not desire that you die but instead wish for a long life. Your
private things should not be discussed with those outside the house.
Once an arrow is shot and something is said then these two things do
not return.
Imam Baqer said a woman asked the prophet what is the right of the
couple. The wife should obey the husband, not disobey him and not give
anything in charity from his house without his permission, without his
permission she should not leave home. Once you discuss with your
husband and he agrees that you can work then you do not have to seek
permission daily. This is so that the husband knows where you are
going. If she leaves without asking the permission of her husband then
the angels curse her till she comes home.
The biggest right is that of the parents then the right of the couple
on each other.
If there was sajdah for any other than Allah then it would be of the
wife for the husband but Allah has not permitted this sajdah. There
should not be arguments in the house. You should be comfortable with
each other and trust each other. If you do not rely on each other then
life cannot go on.
The one who has married has saved half his religion. This is how lucky
the wife is she saves half your religion. The remaining half of the
religion protect it. If you marry two women this does not complete the
other half. Marraige saves half the religion. This saves man from sin. 
Imam Ali came and was sitting near Bibi Fatima and was helping her
with household work. The prophet said the husband who helps his wife
will get a big position in heaven.
When Imam Ali was married to Bibi Fatima the prophet asked him three
days after the marraige Oh Ali how do you find your wife. He replied
that I found her an excellent helper in my obedience to Allah. Thus he
had agreed with his wife what their responsibilites are. The household
work is not obligatory on the wife but she does it out of love. Out of
love women become ready to give their life. Look at the examplary
lives of the prophet and Imam Ali. The prophet lived 25 years with
Bibi Khadija while he was young. He had but a single wife. Similarly
while Bibi Fatima was alive Imam Ali did not marry any other. The
house becomes a home if the marraige is successful. 
I have seen that when the head was brought to the court of Ibne Ziad
then Rabaab went to the head of Hussain crying. This is the court of
Ibne Ziad and these are the daughters of Ali. The promise of saving
the religion was kept. All the court was decorated and the bibis were
brought and the prisoner Mukhtar was brought. He was happy as he had
not seen the head yet. Ibne Ziad asked why do you smile. He replied
that my master Hussain is on his way to free me. Ibne Zaid said this
is Hussain's head. Mukhtar said this is impossible. Then when he was
shown the head he beat his head. Bibi Rabab cried and told
ImamHussain's head the difficulties on them. On the 40th of Imam
Hussain's death the bibis cried a lot. They asked Rabab to leave she
refused to go. Her daughter was in shaam, her son in karbala and her
husband Hussain in karbala. She cried for a year at the grave of
Hussain in karbala. She never sat in the shade for the rest of her
life. Imam Zainul Abedeen came and asked that she sit in the shade.
She obeyed him and as her one foot stepped into the shade she passed away
Allah curse the oppressors----.

