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In the Quran this is the first sura revealed. I wish to discuss the 
first few ayats of this sura. 
Allah says read in the name of that Lord who has created you. He has 
made man from a congealed clot. Read in the name of the Lord who is 
most honored. He has educated man with a pen. He has taught man that 
which he knows not. 
Dear friends I want to tell you. You have made a good center and may 
Allah bless them. Every penny that has been put in the construction 
of this center will be of use here and in the hereafter. Center is 
for the shia so that they may increase their knowledge. They should 
follow the message of Imam Hussain. This building became a center 
when we started doing the majalis today. The main purpose of the 
center is that you come to it. If you have a beautiful and empty 
building then it is of no use.
The center must be opened for every salaat this would be the best 
thing to do. If those who work on 192 should pay particular attention 
to this. 
There is easy access to Ayatollah Sistani via the computer or his 
book. Pay particular attention to opening the center at the time of 
salaat and also to keeping access to the laws as per the Ayatollah 
Sistani.
Allah says oh prophet read. Once you accept Islam the first duty is 
to read. You start in the name of Allah who created you. He says that 
you were incapable of reading. Allah made you from a congealed clot. 
This clot is hanging and from this clot man is created. Women should 
have pure thoughts when they are pregnant. He then repeats read with 
the name of your most honored Lord who has taught you with a pen.
Now ponder when did the prophet write? As per the muslims the prophet 
never had a pen. He has taught you those things you knew nothing 
about.
All humans are born with instinctual knowledge. This knowledge has 
been given to man and the work of man is just to shed light on these 
treasures of knowledge and bring them out.
Imam Ali has said that knowledge is the light. If you have a 
flashligth and you are in a dark house you are able to describe only 
that which you have seen. Intellect is a huge house and the knowledge 
is but a flashlight. As you use this flashlight and look in the 
intellect then you learn and become more wise. If you light one lamp 
of knowledge then you learn more and more. There are millions of 
cells in your brain that are not being put to use. The most 
intelligent man is using but 6 percent of his brain. What of the man 
who is using all his brain. If the knowledge is spread out then this 
man's inellect is also spread.
The Quran says that 
We have made the limit of all things in the Iman e mubeen. The Iman's 
i ntellect has surrounded all things. Allah does not make an prophet 
or an imam unless He has perfected their intellect.
Imam Ali says that the pillar of life is intellect. He says knowledge 
is life. You get knowledge and it brings life to you.
There are two types of knowledge one which brings you rizk and the 
other that improves you. We discussed the example of the auto 
mechanic yesterday. If the mechanic helps others with his knowledge 
then he is helping the community. If he used the knowledge to fix his 
own problems then this is useful.
Allah showed that if you sit in a particular manner then this is good 
for you. If you sit in the manner in which you sit in prayer then 
this is excellent for you. As you put more pressure on your center of 
gravity then this is good for you.
USA is the place for oppurtunity. Earn as much as you wish. Medicine 
comes into the market and two years later the real issues with the 
medicine with people being harmed comes out. This is a country of 
business. Tell me if you sit above the ground will you feel your 
weight or if you drag on the ground. If you carry something up and 
then move with it then this is greater strain. I am not saying that 
put your matress on the floor. The closer you get to the floor the 
better for you. Moula Ali slept on a camel skin he often lay on the 
floor in the masjid. This is clear proof. The closer man gets to the 
dirt the more healthy he feels.
Once we come to USA we forget a lot of things. There are many 
elements in our body. People make houses near the beach as the water 
makes them feel good. Fresh air makes you feel good. In USA you close 
yourself in the room and use AC. You stop drinking a lot of water. 
You stop walking and exercising.
Allah says that Islam has come for the soul and the body.
If I made this center I would have a gym so that all exercise. You 
should do fajr prayer and then do exercise. Islam has taught that you 
should teach your children how to run, ride horses and to do archery. 
This is a very important sentence. If you ask an optician that if you 
focus at one place then your vision improves. If you do archery then 
you have to be very careful in your aim and how far you pull the bow 
and release the arrow.
The Imam had such knowledge that he struck the same spot with 7 
arrows. The arrows struck the same spot exactly. Each following arrow 
split the one before it. The Imam had contron on himself and on his 
knowledge. The atmosphere also effects the arrow. Despite the breeze 
changing the Imam struck the arrow exactly.
We have to do such calculations when we drive. If we tailgate someone 
then we will have an accident. You should have such control that you 
do not trample the rights of others. You should respect the rights of 
others and give them the message of Islam.
The pen that Allah is speaking of in this ayat is the one with which 
He wrote on the protected tablet. On this tablet your actions are 
written. 
In the peace treaty of Hudaybiya the prophet took up the pen. The 
best use of the pen is in a peace treaty. The prophet also wanted to 
use the pen as he was leaving this world but the muslims did not let 
him get the pen. Before He created man had He said that He has given 
man power and he can go and do whatever he pleases this would not be 
right.
When Adam was created he was tested with knowledge. THe basis of 
leadership, prophethood was knowledge and nothing else.
Let me recite the ayat from juma about the prophet. He is the one who 
went amongst the ummi and taught them the book and wisdom. If the 
book and wisdom is removed from the prophecy then there is nothing 
left.
Our 12th Imam has said after me if you have any need then pay 
attention to the one who tells our hadith. He should be brave, 
trustworthy and protects his religoin. If you find such an alim then 
follow him. Therefore we follow such an alim. This may be Ayatollah 
Khoei or Sistani. They remember 1000s of ayats. Once such an 
ayatollah says something then we have no right to question this. If 
you have understood the Quran and then memorized 4 hadith books have 
a salim or uninfluenced intellect then you can have your opinion.
A man said in Miami that why doesn't Ayatollah Sistani come to USA. 
If he comes to USA then he will not get an Islamic atomsphere. This 
is why our ayatollahs do not go to other countries in this manner 
they are not influenced by others.
As shia here in this place if you ask me am I under any pressure. I 
cannot become an alim without pressure. The center board has pressure 
on me. If a man is doing a haraam thing then I cannot say anything 
about this as he will feel bad. Some who sell alcohol at pumps sit in 
front of me and I am asked not to read about the sale of alcohol.
I want to ask you that remember Allah has not put His blessings in 
haraam things. If you get haraam things then you may get a lot but 
you will also lose a lot. Halal things will not leave you in this 
manner.
The sustenance on which you have not taken out khums is also haraam. 
If you do not take out khums then you have oppressed Allah the 
prophet and the Imam. If you use this money then this is usurped 
money.
Ayatollah sistani has said that if a person has not taken out khums 
and reads prayer then this prayer is invalid. If one of you has not 
taken out khums then you should borrow clothes from someone who gives 
khums and read prayers in it.
If you take out khums then this center will be paid off.
The first test Allah took is that of knowledge.
We have taught Adam all the names. This means that He taught him the 
names of all things that are to be created. This is not in any 
language. Here thoughts are being used and not a particular language. 
Then He showed some personalities to Adam and asked him their names. 
Adam told Him their names. The angels were not able to. Then the 
angels said that we know only that which you have taught us. Pure is 
the one who has taught us and we know only that which He has taught 
us. THat is to say that they cannot deduce. THey can only do that 
which they have been taught. Here the test was to match the names to 
the personalities of the panjetan. The angels knew the names but 
could not figure out which name was with which noor. Adam knew and 
could deduce which light had which name. The angel was limited in his 
knowledge. Adam could increase his knowledge and deduce things. Then 
Allah said did I not tell you that I know that which you know not. 
Allah knew this then why the test. Allah wanted to test and with 
proof establish that angels are incapable of being His caliph. Angels 
had all the knowledge as did Adam. Adam succeded and the angels 
didnt. Adam became caliph and the angels didnt. Angels are saying 
that they have the ablity to praise Allah. Here the foundation is not 
prayer or purity but the foundation is knowledge. The angels are 
great at memorizing. He did not need hafiz but the one who split the 
knowledge. He want the one who is able to bring 1000 new science from 
each one he was taught.
The prophet had many hafiz that had memorized everything. But there 
were none that could expand this knowledge and spread it out. 
For example they wanted to ask that Oh Ali there are two women who 
claim the same boy. If the milk of the one with the thicker milk is 
the mother of the boy. There is an ayat in the QUran that says taht 
the portion fo the man is twice that of the woman. Here Imam Ali said 
one sentece that made it evident that he had deep knowledge. He asked 
oh omar how many fingers do you have he replied right away 5. Imam 
Ali said you didn't have to think. Similarly all the knowledge is 
clear to Ali and he does not have to ponder or think. 
We get knowledge and then we act. Our knowledge and action are 
separate. Allah's knowledge is action. First we learn then we read 
the salaat. Allah does not think and then do. Once He says be then 
the thing is. He does not even have to say be. He wills and it is 
created.
The ayat of tatheer does not mean that Allah intended and then 
purified them. His intention is His action. 
If He says that He does lanat. This means that He is actually 
punishing someone. If He says punish then it happens.
We learn and then do, Imam knows and does that which Allah desires 
happens.
What will our position be on the day of judgemnet. In Ashura the Imam 
showed each person his position in heaven. He then said that such 
companions were unique. The Imam E Zamana said that may my parents be 
sacrificed on the companions of Hussain. You have come into this 
center on second muharram. Karbala 
Hussain reached karbala on this day. Muawiya died in 60 AH and made 
Yazid his crown prince. Yazid ordered that Hussain give allegiance to 
him. Hussian was going to the palace of Walid and Zainab sent 18 bani 
hashim with him. Hussain stopped them at Walid's gate and went in 
alone. He told them that if they hear his voice raised then they 
should rush in.
Hussain went in and after reading Yazid's letter he said We are from 
ALlah and to Him we shall return. He saw all of karbala i nthe letter 
and said this ayat of the Quran. 
He said oh Walid what will it matter if I give allegiance to Yazid in 
the dark night let me answer you in daylight. Marwan said oh Walid do 
not let him leave but behead him right here. Imam Hussain raised his 
voice and said oh son of the pale eyed one. As he raised his voice 
the Bani Hashim entered the palace. Abbas led them. They said do you 
think our master is weak. Hussain stopped Abbas and stopped him from 
fighting. THe Bani Hashim then returned home. Bibi Zainab was 
standing bare headed and praying that oh my Lord bring my brother 
back safe home. Zainab said oh my brother it is so good to see you. 
In karbala the brother and sister were separated. Hussain went into 
the room and told Bibi Sughra his daughter that be patient. The rides 
were readied and the camels were brought to the house. Each bibi was 
helped on the camel by ther mehram. Abbas helped his sister Kulthoom. 
The next bibi was helped by Hussian and took her to the camel, Abbas 
helped her up. This was the slave of Fatima Fizza. As each bibi got 
on the camel. FInally a bibi came out and was surrounded by all the 
bani hasham. All the brave Hashimi men helped this lady Zainab on the 
camel. This is the beloved of Ali his daughter Zainab. Zainab this is 
medina but in ashura after the night of the destitute Zainab cried oh 
my brother Abbas oh my brother abbas 
May Allah curse the oppressors
